
 

 

Formal opinion of the Scientific Committee on the 
EMCDDA 2017–19 single programming document, includi ng the 2017 work programme 

 

1. General overview 

The Scientific Committee welcomes the EMCDDA’s 2017–19 single programming document, 
including the 2017 work programme, which is in line with the 2006 recast EMCDDA Regulation, 
offers continuity to the 2016–18 strategy and looks towards new challenges in order to meet the 
growing needs and expectations of key stakeholders and partners. 

This programming document builds upon an interconnected value chain cutting across three main 
areas: 1) Early warning and threat assessment; 2) Situation, responses and trend analysis; and 3) 
Communicating evidence and knowledge exchange. Within these areas, the Scientific Committee 
particularly welcomes: 1) the emphasis given to improving the timeliness of reporting, trendspotting, 
threat assessment and further developing early warning mechanisms; 2) the flagship outputs of the 
EMCDDA: the situational analysis provided by the European Drug Report package and the strategic 
analyses provided by the EU Drug Markets Report as well as the preparation and launch of the first 
EU Drug Responses Report; and 3) the continued efforts to promote the dissemination and 
implementation of good practices and the new EMCDDA audio-visual and interactive products. The 
Scientific Committee also notes the success of the first Lisbon Addictions Conference in 2015 and 
recognises the importance and value of the EMCDDA’s involvement in the organisation of Lisbon 
Addictions 2017. 

The EMCDDA transforms information into state-of-the-art strategic analysis for decision-making in a 
cross-cutting, multi-disciplinary and complex policy area where emerging links with terrorism and 
violence impose a lucid and systematic application of evidence-based methods. The Scientific 
Committee is aware of these challenges and considers that, despite the ongoing constraints in 
human and financial resources, the EMCDDA is uniquely-placed to address these challenges. The 
Committee fully supports and endorses the values that form the basis of this approach: scientific 
rigour, neutrality, independence and service orientation. 

The Scientific Committee emphasises the links with other substance-related and behavioural 
addictions and highlights the importance of continuing to monitor polydrug use. While considering 
future scenarios for responses and interventions in other areas, the Scientific Committee invites the 
EMCDDA to examine and collate results from relevant foresight exercises developed at national and 
international level. 

Further involving civil society in the work of the EMCDDA remains a challenge. The Scientific 
Committee invites the EMCDDA to explore options to further engage with clients and with other civil 
society stakeholders. 

 



 

 
 

2. Specific comments 

The Scientific Committee congratulates the EMCDDA on the effort and impressive developments in 
the markets and supply areas and acknowledges the difficulties and challenges the Centre faces with 
data in this area. The Scientific Committee considers that markets and supply data are very relevant 
to understand responses and policy and to develop a truly holistic perspective of this field. The 
Committee recommends that the EMCDDA continues working to further improve data quality, 
exploring different data sources and assessing ways in which the supply reference group could 
evolve to better support the work of the Centre. The Committee also invited the EMCDDA to further 
look into the separation of markets for older and newer drugs and to unravel if they are, or not, 
separate phenomena. 

In the area of new psychoactive substances, the Scientific Committee notes that ‘old new 
psychoactive substances’ have become a category of their own and monitoring them — both those 
which are no longer on the market and the ones which became more established — is a challenge 
which involves currently scarce resources. The Committee also recognises the current constraints 
around the procedure and the data available for the risk assessment of new psychoactive substances 
and invites the EMCDDA to combine, as much as possible, data sets in order to help minimise data 
limitations. 

Trendspotting exercises and wastewater analysis may provide important insights in moving from 
monitoring the past towards predicting the future. The Scientific Committee encourages the 
EMCDDA to continue investigating the potential of these areas and to increase its role as a provider 
of public health intelligence. 

The Scientific Committee welcomes the close ties with the European School Survey Project on 
Alcohol and Other Drugs (ESPAD) and encourages the EMCDDA to work towards further synergies 
and potential for analysis, including in the area of polydrug use. 

The Scientific Committee supports the decision to publish a drug responses report and considers this 
to be an opportunity to link to other EMCDDA products and resources already available to inform and 
support decision-making in this area. In this context, the Committee invites the EMCDDA to consider 
further knowledge transfer and exchange opportunities with policymakers, practitioners, clients and 
the public. 

Drug policy topics need to be further developed as a priority for the EMCDDA. The Scientific 
Committee invites the EMCDDA to further invest, within its mandate, in tools to assist with policy 
evaluation. In this context, it will be important to consider the role of national and regional authorities. 

3. Conclusions 

The Scientific Committee congratulates the EMCDDA on the 2017–19 single programming 
document, including the 2017 work programme, and expresses its full support and endorsement to it. 

 


